
Typograpy and 
the Screen



The late 80’s and early 90’s saw 
the birth of technology that 

changed how we conceptualize 
and experience digital design.

Initially, designers used the 
technology for printing, but quickly, 

started exploring, editing, and 
disseminating words and images 

in new ways.

Summary



Loretta Staples

lorettastaples.com



Loretta Staples

Example of student project from 2000







Susan Kare



Susan Kare x Areaware



Susan Kare x Areaware
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Apple Image Writer II

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6rHpGrCMJV0&t=40s



300 DPI for print 
(always)

72 DPI for web 
(now this doesn’t matter so much. 

just needs to be small file size & 
corresponding pixel dimensions)

! Core Interaction Factoid !



Metafont



Bitmap vs TrueType



Chicago was designed by 
Susan Kare for Macintosh. 
It was in use between ‘84 
and ‘97. It was originally 
a bitmapped font and then 
converted to a TrueType 
version, as shown here.



April Greiman



Zuzanna Licko



David Carson



Muriel Cooper

Information Landscape

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qn9zCrIJzLs


John Maeda

Reactive Books

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nA_UTUvC4h8


Discussion


